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urveys show that kids lose over 100 items each year. The most commonly lost items are lunch 

boxes, water bottles, sweaters, hats, mittens, and homework folders. You probably already 

know this, but on average, a child loses 5–7 pairs of mittens every winter! Our lost-and-found bin is 

overflowing by the end of the year, and less than half of the items are ever claimed. It’s estimated 

that parents spend around $150–$300 each year replacing lost items like water bottles, uniforms, 

and jackets. And if your kids are like mine, there’s a “black hole” at the bottom of their backpacks—

my kids often discover “missing” items buried deep at the very bottom! 

 

I was lost once—spiritually speaking. Just like a sweater in the playground or a binder in the abyss 

of a trunk, I had no way of helping myself be found. I would have remained lost if it weren’t for 

Jesus. Just like a returned sweater or lunch bag, the wonderful thing about lost-and-found stories 

is that someone finds the lost item and returns it to its rightful owner—and there is rejoicing. 

Jesus came to earth to seek and save the lost—like me. When we are found and return to Him, Luke 

15:7 reminds us: 

 

“I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents.” 

This is the “good news,” also called the Gospel. Luke 19:10 tells us that Jesus, the “Son of Man,” 

came to seek and save the lost. That was me—I was lost. 

 

Just this week in the office, a favorite stuffed animal and $10 were returned to their rightful 

owners. Each time someone received a lost item, there was great rejoicing! In the same way, even if 

we may not always feel lost, Jesus reminds us that spiritually, we are lost without Him. His mission 

was to find us, pay the price for our return, and restore us to a relationship with God. He died so 

that we could be redeemed. 

 

Just as joy filled the room when lost items were returned, heaven rejoices when we are found in 

Christ! I am so thankful that He came to seek and save the lost—like me. Have you been found by 

Jesus?  

 

God bless you,       

Mrs. Bourne 
  

S 



 

 

After School Program 

CCA offers an After School Program Monday to Friday from 3:45–5:00 pm. This program provides parents 

with a later pick-up option while giving students a safe, fun, and social environment they enjoy. The cost is 

$8 per child per day, or $15 per family. Bills are issued monthly based on usage. Students not picked up by 

3:45 pm will be placed in the program. 

 

If you plan to use this service, please notify both the office and your child’s homeroom teacher. 

 

Assembly – October 21 

Assemblies are a highlight of school life at CCA, giving students the 

opportunity to share a joke, song, skit, or talent with their peers. 

These moments build confidence and affirm each child’s unique gifts 

and abilities. Parents are always welcome to join us for assemblies. 
 

Tuesday, October 21 at 2:15 pm (yes, a Tuesday this month) 

 

Back to School Fun 

It has been refreshing to see so many new faces this year and to watch returning students warmly welcome 

them into the CCA community. It was wonderful to see such a great turnout at our annual Back to School 

Fall Fair. 

 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who joined us, to the staff who organized and led the event, to those 

who generously provided cakes, and to Tim Hortons in Carleton Place for donating coffee. It was a beautiful 

evening, and we feel truly blessed to be part of such a beautiful community. 
 

Calendars and Events  

It is easy to stay organized by subscribing to CCA’s online calendar through the Events tab at 

calvaryca.com. Once subscribed, the calendar will automatically populate on your phone, keeping you up to 

date on important CCA events. In addition to the online calendar there is a static copy of the 2025–2026 

school calendar available in your Family Portal. 

CCHS students have access to a Google events calendar with high school–specific dates which differ from 

elementary school. 

 

 

https://calvaryca.com/


 

 

CCA Dress Down Day - Friday, October 17 

The third Friday of each month is Dress Down day. Instead of $2, this month we are asking for food 

donations for the local food bank. If the third Friday does not work in a given month, it will take place on 

the Friday before. Dates will be listed in the digital calendar. 

 

• Elementary students may dress down by bringing a donation for the food bank. 

• CCHS students dress down every Friday for $2 unless otherwise communicated. 

 

As CCA continues to grow and the Lord blesses our community, we are excited to expand our vision of 

impacting generations and communities beyond our borders. This year, we are once again partnering with 

the Wall family, who have started a Christian school in Veracruz, Mexico. All funds from Dress Down Days 

will go directly toward supporting their mission and school. 

 

Our long-term goal is to send a team from CCA to Veracruz to serve alongside them, build deeper 

connections, and share the love of Christ. If this is something you may be interested in, please let the 

office know. 

 

To learn more about their mission, watch this video: Click here to view 

 

Calvary Christian High School (CCHS) News and Events 

CCHS is off to a fantastic start this year, with our highest enrollment yet! 

 

We’re especially excited to welcome Mrs. Kravacek, one of CCA’s original students, to our team—what a 

blessing she is! We're also thrilled to have Mr. Salisbury Jr. join the CCHS staff. His diligence and 

expertise are deeply appreciated. 

 

Our annual Rock Dunder trip was a great success. Students and staff enjoyed the beauty of God’s creation 

while soaking up the last of the summer weather. 

 

Looking ahead, October is shaping up to be a busy and exciting month. Our inclusion in the Lanark County 

Athletic Association has brought a new level of energy to our calendar. We’re also preparing to unveil an 

exciting new addition to the CCHS space—something that will give students even more opportunities for fun 

and fellowship! 

 

In the classroom, our high school group is currently studying Not a Fan by Kyle Idleman, exploring the 

difference between being a fan of Jesus and being a true follower. Please continue to pray for our teens—

that they would grow deeper in their faith and choose to follow Jesus wholeheartedly for the rest of their 

lives. 

 

Our Student Leadership Team has been formed and are scheduled to attend the Global Leadership 

Conference this month.  

 

By the end of this month ice cream sales will resume!  

 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!AtUc7SgHc-HvzQHnGE0R78ynYTP4


 

 

We’re excited about the passionate student leaders stepping up to serve their peers and community. These 

students will also be attending the Global Leadership Summit in Ottawa on October 2nd, where they'll gain 

insight into Christian leadership and have a chance to explore their unique leadership styles. 

 

Thank you to Manei Thuku for leading our Yearbook Committee with an enthusiastic team of student 

contributors.  

 

The annual and epic Turkey Bowl flag football tournament will be happening again this year ! 

 

We're also looking forward to resuming our monthly Praise Nights, held on the first Wednesday of each 

month from 6:00–8:00 PM, exclusively for CCHS students. 

 

With so much happening, students are reminded to check the CCHS online events calendar regularly to stay 

up-to-date. The CCHS schedule is full and always evolving! 

 

CCHS Athletics 

CCHS Athletics has so much to look forward to this 

year! October will bring both tennis and cross 

country competitions in the second and third weeks 

of the month. Our boys’ volleyball programs are 

already off to a fantastic start, with the Junior 

Boys capturing their second tournament win at 

Queen’s University and the Senior Boys winning both 

of their tournaments so far. 

 

This year also marks a historic milestone for CCHS: for the first time ever, our school will be competing in 

the LCIAA league, traveling to neighbouring high schools to represent CCHS with excellence and pride. 

 

Adding to the excitement, CCHS has unveiled a new athletics logo – the CCHS Wings. Inspired by Isaiah 

40:31, which reminds us that those who hope in the Lord will “soar on wings like eagles,” this new identity 

reflects our desire to be filled with the Spirit, renewed by the Lord each day, and to glorify Him in all that 

we do. 

 

With this new identity comes a fresh look: new jerseys featuring the CCHS Wings logo. With multiple 

teams competing this fall, the timing was perfect to expand our jersey collection—a worthwhile investment 

that represents both our growth and our commitment to excellence. 

 

We are truly excited about what this year will bring for CCHS Athletics. As we grow, compete, and 

represent our school, our goal remains the same: to further His kingdom and bring glory and praise to our 

God. 

 

  



 

 

Family Resources  

Leading a family isn’t always easy—but you don’t have to do it alone! If you are feeling overwhelmed or 

uncertain, we encourage you to reach out to the leaders of your local church for support, prayer, and 

guidance. The local church is an irreplaceable source of encouragement and wisdom, especially in difficult 

seasons of life. For challenges that may be more complex, CCA staff have compiled a list of resources, 

which many in our Christian community have found helpful. The list is in your parent portal under Polices and 

Documents.  

 

Family Events  

By request, this year we are pleased to have a dedicated Community Event Organizer, Mr. Salisbury. The 

goal of this role is to coordinate opportunities and events for families to connect outside of school. 

In September, a group attended the Ottawa Red Blacks Faith Day and enjoyed a wonderful time together.  

These events provide a great way to meet other families in our school community and to build connections 

among parents. Please note that all activities are completely optional. 

 

Family Event in October – Ladies Night - October 9 

This month, ladies are invited to the “Girls Night Out” tour featuring comedian 

Timmy Boyle and speaker Danielle Macaulay. Tickets are available at a 

discounted group rate of $15. Contact jsalisbury@calvaryca.com. 

 

You are welcome to meet us directly at the event or join us beforehand at the 

Lighthouse Café from 5:00–6:30 p.m., where we’ll gather and enjoy appetizers 

together. Please bring along a favorite appetizer to share. 

 

Field Trips 

At CCA, we strive to enrich the curriculum with both on- and off-site field trips that enhance the learning 

journey. Details about upcoming trips will be posted on the online calendar as they are scheduled. Because 

of competing schedules with buses and sports tournaments, some field trips may not be listed in time for 

the newsletter. However, we will always do our best to communicate trip information thoroughly and well in 

advance. 

 

Field Trips in October – October 14-16 

This month, students in Grades 5–8 will travel by bus to hike Rock Dunder. Students may dress down for 

the hike. Please ensure your child brings a bagged lunch and water. Students who choose not to participate 

will need to remain at home, as all teachers will be accompanying their classes on the hike. 

Hike Schedule 

• Grade 5 & 6 – October 14 

• Grade 6/7 & 7 – October 15 

• Grade 8 – October 16 

Rain Date 

• October 20 has been reserved as a rain date should poor weather prevent hiking on any of the 

scheduled days. 

Also this month Kinder to grade 4 will be visiting the CNIB Guide Dogs Canine campus and rounding out the 

day with a hike at Mill of Kintail on October 1st. More information will be communicated through the office. 

 



 

 

Fire Prevention - October 9 

We are excited to once again welcome the Beckwith Fire Department to CCA for an outdoor Fire Prevention 

Assembly on October 9 at 9:35 a.m. 

 

The assembly will begin with the fire truck arriving on campus with lights and sirens on! This year’s theme is 

“Smoke Alarms: Keep Them Charged!” which emphasizes the importance of having working smoke alarms and 

understanding how to use them effectively. 

 

We look forward to this opportunity for our students to learn from the Beckwith Fire Department through 

engaging and informative presentations on fire safety. 

 

This month we will be conducting a Fire Drill. Students from preschool through Grade 12 will practice the 

procedures for a real emergency, including exit strategies and lining up for attendance once outside. 

 

Fundraisers   

Fundraising is an important part of the CCA community. Throughout the year, you can expect to see efforts 

from the Grade 8 class and Calvary Christian High School (CCHS) students in support of their year-end 

trips, as well as initiatives from the Academy as we partner with organizations and individuals to grow our 

donor base. 

 

Participation in fundraisers is always optional, and we sincerely thank you in advance for supporting these 

efforts. 

 

Fundraisers in October  

Ice Cream Bars & Popsicles – $1.50 each 

CCHS will be selling and delivering ice cream bars and popsicles every Friday. Orders and payment will be 

collected in classrooms at lunchtime. All bars are nut-free. Please send exact change. (Dairy-free popsicles 

are available.) 

 

Pancake Breakfast – $6 per person 

Join us for a delicious pancake breakfast on October 17 from 8:00–9:00 a.m. Breakfast includes pancakes, 

sausage, orange slices, and coffee or juice. Maple syrup will also be available for purchase at $25 per litre. 

 

Christmas Wreaths – $30 each 

Beginning this month, Grade 8 students will be pre-selling live 18” balsam 

wreaths. A variety of bow colors will be available upon delivery. Orders may be 

submitted to jsalisbury@calvaryca.com or fprinsep@calvaryca.com by 

Thursday, November 13. Wreaths will be delivered the week of November 17. 
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Head Lice and Childhood Diseases  

As head lice season is upon us, we encourage all parents and caregivers to check children’s heads weekly for 

live lice or nits (eggs), especially behind the ears and at the nape of the neck. According to Public Health 

and the Canadian Paediatric Society, head lice are not a communicable disease in the sense that requires 

exclusion, and exclusion from school for nits alone is not recommended. What matters most is that live lice 

be treated, information be provided, and that children feel supported, not stigmatized. If live lice are 

found, treatment should begin, but the child may remain in school; there is no requirement to wait until 

every nit is removed before returning. 

 

Parents will be informed of a head-lice case in the class when at least 2 cases are discovered/reported. 

 

Health – Sickness and Childhood Diseases  

We want to remind parents that the guidance we follow for when children should be excluded from school, 

or when they can return, comes from the Leeds, Grenville & Lanark Health Unit’s Childhood Diseases poster. 

This resource provides clear information for common childhood illnesses, including when children are 

contagious, when they need to stay home, and when it is safe for them to return. We encourage all parents 

to review this guidance, which can be found here: Childhood Diseases Poster. Following these 

recommendations helps keep our school community healthy and informed. 

 

Holidays 

There is no school on Thanksgiving Monday, October 13th  - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

 

Lost and Found 

There is already a growing pile of Lost and Found items in the bin. Anything with a label is returned to the 

student. Please feel free to pop in and check for your lost items. Items that are left for more than a 

month, are donated to the used uniform program or a local thrift shop. 

 

Order your personalized labels to ensure clothes, lunch boxes and water bottles come back to you.  

Please use this link: www.oliverslabels.com/GR8 as the grade 8 class earns money towards their graduation 

fundraiser at no cost to you. 

 

Lunch Program 

Our daily lunch program has begun, and the students seem to be enjoying the program as much as the 

parents. The kitchen is looking for volunteers to send in batches of nut -free desserts such as rice krispie 

squares, cookies or brownies bi-weekly. Sign up through the office. Hours spent preparing baked goods 

count toward volunteer hours.  

Nut Free Facility 
Please remember that CCA and CCHS are nut-free. Pleases do not to send in 

any foods that may contain even a trace of nuts, or foods manufactured in 

such a facility. Our teachers will remove any foods that contain nuts or are 

suspicious. On this note, please remember to wash off any peanut butter 

residue from hands or faces before coming to school. “Life Threatening 

Allergies” policy is explained in the Parent Handbook.   

  

  

https://healthunit.org/wp-content/uploads/Childhood_Diseases_Poster.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Parking Lot Guidelines 

For the safety of everyone, please remember the following procedures: 

• At 3:30 p.m., cars may not line up in the loop until the bus has parked. The bus has priority in the loop. 

• No passing is permitted in the pick-up line. 

• Avoid reversing in the parking lot. Please park in a way that allows you to drive forward when leaving. 

• When you are dropping off, please pull forward to the end of the sidewalk closest to the highway, so 

multiple cars can drop off at once. 

• Do not allow the line to extend onto the highway. If necessary, take a parking spot and wait for an 

opportunity to enter the loop line, or park on Irvine Road. 

• Parents are not permitted to pick up students at 3:30 p.m. until the bus has departed. If an early 

pick-up is needed, please do so between 3:00–3:15 p.m. There are no pick-ups between 3:15–3:30 p.m. 

• Students may not walk through the parking lot unless accompanied by an adult. 

 

PD Days – October 30-31  

There are two back-to-back PD days in October on the 30-31. PD Days are for the professional 

development of staff and are critical to provide time for staff to learn new skills to implement in their 

classrooms, collaborate with others, and further develop their expertise. The school is closed on PD Days. 

 

Picture Day - Friday, October 24 

On Friday, October 24, students are to bring or wear their dress uniforms for Picture Day. The dress 

uniform consists of a white top with black bottoms for boys, or a skirt/tunic for girls. High school students 

will also participate, wearing their navy collared shirts. 

 

Photographs will begin at 9:00 a.m., starting with kindergarten and moving up through the grades. If you 

prefer that your child not wear their white shirt for the entire day, please pack their red shirt so they can 

change after their picture is taken. 

 

Retake Day - Friday, November 28 

 

Picture Day - Sibling Pictures 

As a mother of five, I understand that displaying five individual portraits can sometimes feel like too much. 

Sibling photos will be taken on Re-take Day. You can request a sibling photo by emailing the office.  The 

photography company has limitations on the number of family photos due to time constraints. Requests will 

be processed on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

Primary Wing Update 

Everyone is settling in really well at the primary end of the 

school (JK to Grade 3/4). The students are getting into the 

rhythm of their daily routines, and homeroom teachers are 

touching base with parents as needed. For the first time at CCA, 

a few of our primary students have even started their own 

prayer club. They’ve been meeting during lunch recess in Opa’s 

Woods, which is such a great example of how CCA's mission 

to nurture faith is being lived out by the children themselves.  



 

 

School Sports 

Elementary school sports schedules are posted to students’ Google Classroom. CCA Leader of Athletics, 

Mrs. Reid, will communicate with homeroom teachers who will post the schedule and details. Additionally, 

tournament dates will be posted on the online school calendar. 

 

Parents of athletes should have received a copy of the Sports Contract, which outlines the commitments 

and expectations for both athletes and parents. Students who wish to participate and represent CCA on a 

sports team must agree to follow the rules of conduct set forth in the contract. 

 

October sports: Soccer, Cross-Country, Flag-Football 

 

Student Life 

Throughout the year, we plan a variety of fun in-school activities for our students. This year’s Student Life 

events kicked off on September 5 with some water fun! Teachers and students enjoyed tossing water 

balloons and pouring cups of water over each other’s heads, and the afternoon wrapped up with a refreshing 

freezie. A big thank-you to Mrs. Reid for leading this exciting start to the year! 

 

Terry Fox  

The Grade 8 Class did a great job organizing our 26th Terry Fox Run. This year marks 

the 26th year CCA has been collecting donations for the Terry Fox Foundation. The 

total raised over those years is just over $17,000! Amazing – thank you!  

 

Truth and Reconciliation   

CCA commemorated the national Truth and Reconciliation Day by acknowledging this 

important and Biblical concept of truth and reconciliation.   

 

Uniform Sale – October 2 

By October students are expected to be in proper uniform.  

There will be monthly mini used uniform sales held each month in the back shed on school property. Please 

note that individual requests for uniforms will not be available, so plan to attend one of the scheduled sales. 

Upcoming dates are October 2, November 6, and December 4, with sale times from 8:30–9:15 a.m. and 3:30–

4:15 p.m. 

A reminder that uniform payments must be made in cash.  

Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteerism is vital to the health of our school community. It helps keep tuition costs down while giving 

families the opportunity to actively contribute to the spiritual, educational, relational, emotional, and 

physical development of their children. 

 

Each family is responsible for completing 25 hours of volunteer work per year (unless they have opted out 

by paying $625). In the past, most families have fulfilled their hours through participation in fundraisers, 

class trips, or the Gala. However, there are many additional opportunities available throughout the year, 

which will be shared as they arise. 



 

 

If you have a gift or talent you would like to share, please contact the office to let us know how your skills 

might be used to support the school. 

Please note that all volunteers are required to complete a vulnerable sector check and sign our Volunteer 

Policy before beginning to serve. 

To record your hours, use the Volunteer Hours of Service Form, which will be collected in June 2025. The 

form can be found on our website: Volunteer Hours of Service Form. 

Volunteer Opportunities in October 

This month’s volunteer opportunities are as follows. Contact the office if you would like to help in any of 

these areas.  

Yard Work 

We are looking for volunteers to help keep the grounds clean in the fall.  If you are familiar with gardening, 

raking and yard tidy up and would like the opportunity to help in this area please let us know. 

 

Deep Cleaning Team 

There is always deep cleaning that needs to be done, if you would like to choose your own schedule to get 

your volunteer hours in after hours or on weekends – this is a perfect job for you! You will be provided with 

direction, supplies and a list to work away at. 

 

Kitchen Help – Baked Goods 

Bi-Weekly commitment to send in treats for the food program.  

 

Book Fair   

Help bring a love for literature to life with the CCA book fair team.  

 

Gratitude Gala – If you are already familiar with this, you will know that it requires a full team for set up, 

decorate, tear down team. It’s not too early to sign up for this team. 

 

Library – CCA has a small library for our youngest readers. Join the team of volunteers who organize and 

maintain the library for the full year.  

 

In School Help – Do you love working with children? Is there a skill or gift that would be an asset to a 

program or classroom teacher? Consider offering to help in the classroom with music, art, reading or even 

something fun like a dance or skit. You may be able to offer help from home too, reach out to your 

homeroom teacher and find out how you can help them. 

 

Field Trips – If you would like to help with field, please let your teacher know. Opportunities will be 

communicated to the list of parents who have signed up to help with trips.   

 

Special Thanks! 

Thank you to our amazing faculty, Board of Directors, parents, and students for the important role you 

each play in making CCA and CCHS such a special community. We are also grateful for the way you share the 

good word about the Academy, helping it continue to thrive and grow. 

http://calvaryca.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Volunteer-Hours-of-Service-Form.pdf
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