
 

 

A GLANCE AHEAD! 
May 2025 

 

ou’ve probably heard the saying, “Don’t sweat the small stuff.” It’s usually meant to help us not get 

stressed over things that don’t really matter—and I get that. There’s wisdom in letting go of little 

annoyances. But lately, I’ve been thinking… sometimes, the “small stuff” actually does matter. A lot. 

This month, I’ve seen two beautiful examples—right here at CCA—of people who did sweat the small 

stuff. And God showed up in big ways because of it. 

 

About a month ago a staff member heard about a financial need from a family who is considering 

sending their child to CCA. Honestly, most of us might have just moved on with our day and not thought 

twice about hearing that conversation, but not this person. Instead, they went home, prayed with their 

family, and a few days later came to me and said, “I can’t stop thinking about that conversation. We’ve 

been praying, and we want to pay that family’s tuition.” And here’s the thing—they didn’t even know the 

family. No connection at all. Just love and generosity. They didn’t want recognition. They just wanted to 

help—quietly, humbly, faithfully. That’s what the Spirit of God looks like in action. 

 

It reminded me of this verse: 

 

“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act.” —Proverbs 3:27 

 

I got to pass along the good news to the family—and they were absolutely blown away. What a joy 

to be part of something like that. All glory to God. 

 

Just a couple of weeks ago a dad from our school was out grocery shopping and clearly in pain. His 

back was hurting badly and even the chiropractor told him there wasn’t much they could do for him right 

now. As he was walking through the store, a woman approached him and said, “Can I pray for you?” He 

said yes—and she did. Later that day, something amazing happened. He noticed his pain was gone. He 

stood up straight. He felt healed. I noticed the improvement when he came into school and he told me 

this story, convinced it was a miracle. 

 

As I heard the story, I had a strong feeling I knew who the woman was. So I texted a friend—one 

of the moms in our CCA community—and asked, “Hey, random question… did you pray over a guy at 

FreshCo recently?” She replied “ and told said his name and that she was wondering how he’s doing.” 

 

Y 



 

 

I got to tell her—he is healed.  She was just out doing groceries, saw someone hurting, and took 

the time and a step of faith. It may have seemed like a small thing to her, but God used it in a huge way. 

 

We don’t always get to hear the end of the story. Sometimes we pray or give or help, and we never 

find out what happened. But this month, I got a front-row seat to two reminders that God is working in 

our community through people who pay attention—people who care enough to do the “small” things. 

 

So thank you—those of you who step in quietly, faithfully, and generously. You know who you are. 

May God bless you for sweating the small stuff. 

 

Let’s all head into this month with our eyes open and hearts ready. Let’s not overlook what might 

seem small or insignificant to us—but could be life-changing for someone else. 

 

“If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical 

needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” —

James 2:16–17 

 

Let’s be people of both faith and action. 

 

With love,  

Sylvia Bourne 

 

Registration 

Please continue to spread the word to friends, family and church members that registration is now open 

for the upcoming 2025-26 school year. If you know families interested in CCA, please direct them to our 

office – thank you! As ambassadors of CCA you will earn a $500 discount off of your own tuition when 

your contact enrols. This is our way of saying thank you.   

 

Apple Seeds Preschool 

Apple Seeds Preschool is full with wait lists for next school year. Our license with the Ministry of 

Education is for children from 2.5 to 5 years of age.  If you have any questions about the day care, 

please contact Christine Martel at cmartel@calvaryca.com  

 

Assembly – Parents Welcome 

Wednesday, May 21 @ 2:15 pm Regular Assembly 

 

Dress Down Day – Friday, May 16 

 

Events Calendar 

As events are scheduled, they are added to our events calendar on the 

website. You can keep up-to-date on the events by subscribing to the 

calendar on your mobile device. Go to calvaryca.com to subscribe.  
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Field Trips / Events - May 

Creation Ministries In-School Presentation – Friday May 2 

 

Group 1 – 1:20 PM - 2:00 PM 

Audience: Kindergarten to Grade 6 (Parents welcome) 

Topic: What about Dinosaurs? 

Description: 

Young or old, people are fascinated with dinosaurs. Too bad they died out 65 million years ago... or did 

they? This talk explores scientific discoveries about dinosaurs and how they fit into biblical history. Is 

there evidence that dinosaurs lived recently? Are fossils really millions of years old? When and why did 

the dinosaurs go extinct? This session will challenge and deepen your thinking about dinosaurs! 

 

Group 2 – 2:20 PM - 3:00 PM 

Audience: Grades 7 to 12 (Parents welcome) 

Topic: If the Bible is True... 

Description: 

This presentation provides a general introduction to why the creation/evolution issue matters to today’s 

Christians. It addresses how the topic is perceived within the church, how it impacts key Christian 

doctrines, and how science aligns with the Genesis account, bringing clarity to a topic that is often seen 

as confusing or controversial. 

 

Upper Canada Village - May 5-6 (Grade 5) 

Grade 5 will be participating in the Upper Canada Village live-in program overnight. Information and 

permission forms went home already and should be returned. Parents are responsible for arranging 

transportation to and from the Village.  

 

Science and Tech Museum – May 5, 6,7 and 8 (JK - Grade 4 and Grades 6-8) 

This month students will be bussed to the Science and Tech 

Museum in Ottawa over four consecutive days. Details about the 

field trip will come from the homeroom teacher through email. 

Students will need to pack a bagged lunch, snacks and water for 

this trip. Students will wear their CCA uniform. Departure from 

CCA is at 10:00 am (by bus) arriving at 11 am. Departure from the 

museum is at 2:00 pm, arriving at CCA at 3:00 pm.  If you prefer 

to meet or pick up at the museum, please let the homeroom 

teacher know.    

 

Field Trips - June 

Saunders Farm - June 4 (Kindergarten, Grade 1) 

Jk, Sk and Mrs. Becker’s grade 1 class will be bussed to Saunders 

Farm for a fun day outdoors. Please pack a bagged lunch, snacks 

and water for this trip. Uniforms are NOT required for this trip.  

 

 

 



 

 

Crochet Club 

We had another fun time in our Crochet Club this year. While we learned about crocheting, we also 

formed great friendships and had plenty of opportunities to encourage and learn from each other. 

Thanks to our very own high schoolers, Anita Garvin and Anneka Racine, for mentoring our community. I 

am so grateful for these shared memories that saw God's light shine. The old-fashioned tea party at the 

end of it all was the icing on the cake. I can't wait for next year! – Mrs. Vala 

 

Grade 8 Grad Trip – June 9-10 (grade 8) 

A big thank you to everyone that contributed to the grade 8 fundraising throughout the year. This 

awesome group of 25 students will travel to Toronto to celebrate graduating elementary school. With a 

packed itinerary they are sure to make some great memories! Well done grade 8’s! 

  

Outdoor Education Days at CCA - June 2 and 3 

All grades will spend time outside on CCA’s own 50-acre nature property exploring the habitats in our 

very own backyard. Be sure to send rubber boots and set of spare clothes, children will get soaked ☺ If 

you have a small net and bucket please send it along. Parent volunteers are welcome to come and help for 

the day.   

 

Monday, June 2  Grade 6/7 with grade 2/3, grade 5 with grade 2, grade 4 and grade 3 

Hike/ Nature Walk and Pond Exploration – need parent volunteers 

Tuesday, June 3  Grades 8 with SK, Grade 7 with JK, grade 6 with grade 1 

Hike/ Nature Walk and Pond Exploration – need parent volunteers 

Fundraisers  

Ice Cream - Sales will continue on Fridays. Ice Cream bars are $1.50 each. Cash only please.  

 

Pancake Breakfast – The grade 8’s will have one last pancake breakfast on Friday, May 16 from 8:00- 

9:00 am. For $5 you can start the day with pancakes, OJ or coffee and orange slices. Thank you for the 

support over the year.  

 

Grandparents’ Day – Wednesday, May 14  

We will be celebrating our grandfriends on Wednesday May 14 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Please invite your 

grandfriend to enjoy the afternoon with us. The afternoon will consist of light refreshments and 

presentations from each class. Please note that this has become a very popular event and due to space 

restrictions, we need to restrict this to grandparents/seniors only.  

 

We need several families to help with sending refreshments from home, 

please fill out the google sheet or contact the office if you can help with 

sending in food. Thank you for making this day special for our guests.  
 

**Dress Uniforms for all students** 
 

Holiday 

Victoria Day - Monday, May 19 

 

  



 

 

Head Lice  

We kindly ask that families take time this week to perform routine head lice checks at home. While CCA 

has previously arranged in-school lice checks, this year we are asking each family to monitor and treat as 

needed. You do not need to notify the office if lice are found. Please refer to the guidelines here for 

information on how to check and treat. 

 

Heritage Fair - Regionals 

Congrats to the 11 students who represented CCA at the Ottawa Heritage Fair Regionals, held at the 

Canadian War Museum on April 29th. Everyone did a great job on their projects! Emmett Christink and 

Bennett Stanistreet received the Ontario Ancestry Award. Way to go! 

 

Music Festival – Monday, May 26, 6:30 pm (CCA Gym) 

Mark your calendars! Students who take lessons for voice/instrument (or have a musical talent) can sign 

up with Mrs. Cousins to participate. (Christian, classical or children's music only) Limit of one entry per 

student, please. Sign up deadline is Thursday, May 22. For more information email Mrs. Cousins: 

bcousins@calvaryca.com 

 

Pastors Appreciation Lunch – Thursday, May 15 1:00 pm (CCA Gym) 

Invite your pastors and their spouses to join us for a special luncheon and time of fellowship as we 

express our gratitude for their faithful service.  

Please RSVP to tickets@calvaryca.com  

 

Praise and Prayer Night – Monday, May 12, 7:00 pm (CCA Gym) 

Families are warmly invited to an evening of praise and worship as we celebrate God’s faithfulness at the 

Academy and continue striving toward generations and communities flourishing through a relationship 

with Jesus. 
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PD Day – Friday, May 30 (no classes) 

 

Spelling Bee  

Great Job to everyone who participated in the 2024-25 Spelling Bee. Thank you Mrs. Reid, for 

organizing the event, and thank you, Mr. McDonald, for the cool trophies. Congratulations go out to all of 

those who participated and especially to the divisional winners: 

 

Primary Division: Memphis Lancaster   

Junior Division: Esme Halistsky   

Intermediate Division: Daniel Boogerman 

Spring Cleaning Bee – Saturday, May 3 

Families are invited to a spring cleaning at CCA. At the cleaning bee there will be indoor and outdoor 

cleaning jobs led by CCA staff. The Cleaning Bee is meant for adults only, this is a great way to complete 

any outstanding volunteer hours.  No need to sign up, come to the school and choose a job – stay as long 

as you are able. Thank you! 

Spring Play – May 22 – Esther 

Mark your calendar for CCHS’s exciting performance of Queen Esther, as told in the book of Esther. 

Our excellent thespians are rehearsing diligently to bring you a Broadway worthy performance. 

CCA/CCHS students will enjoy the play in the afternoon. Everyone else is welcome to join us for an 

evening performance. Thank you to Mrs. Jenny Erwin for taking a lead role in coordinating this fun 

activity for our high schoolers.  

Sports – CCA 

CCA Track and Field Day – Tuesday, May 20 

CCA’s annual Track & Field Day will be held on May 20th. If you would like to help with the track meet by 

being a timekeeper or helping to run one of the events, please contact Sue Reid at 

(sreid@calvaryca.com). The CCA track meet will run from 9:30-2:45. 

All students from Grades 1 to 8 will be participating in the Track and Field day on CCA grounds. Be sure 

to send a sun hat and a water bottle.  

Badminton – St.Johns Catholic High School (Grade 7-8) - May 15th 

Mr. Prinsep and the Grade 7 and 8 students who have qualified will be 

heading to St John’s Catholic High School in Perth on May 15th for a 

Badminton Tournament.  Please note that these students will not be at 

CCA for Pastors Luncheon.  

Track and Field Meet – Terry Fox Athletic Center (grade 3-8) - May 

27th. The Christian Schools Track Meet will take place on May 27th at 

the Terry Fox Athletic Center in Ottawa. More details will be sent 

home with students in Grades 3–8 who qualify to participate. Parents 

are responsible for providing transportation and will need to confirm 

their commitment to do so ahead of time. While parents are not 

required to stay for the duration of the event, they are more than 

encouraged to attend. 
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Running Club - (Grades 1-8) 

Running Club is a long-standing tradition at CCA that builds character and promotes healthy living after 

the winter months. It’s a great way for students to increase endurance, support one another, and 

prepare for track and field or cross country. Once the track is dry, students can run or walk two laps 

during their lunchtime break on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Let’s keep striving for healthy 

bodies and a strong school community! 

Jr. 3 Pitch Baseball – Carleton Place Ball Diamond - May 13th (rain date May 15th)  

Mrs. Vala and the junior 3-pitch team will be heading to the ball diamond by the CP arena for a 3-pitch 

tournament. More information will be provided to athletes.  

Sr. 3 Pitch Baseball – Sr. 3 pitch date has not been released yet.  



 

 

Sports - CCHS 

April was a lot of fun for our badminton team as they wrapped up their season with a great showing at 

the OCSSAA Tournament held at Brock University. Our teams brought home three medals, an incredible 

achievement—especially considering many of our athletes were competing against players a year older. 

We’re so proud of their hard work and determination throughout the season! 

 

Beck and William – 2nd place Jr Boys doubles (A) 

Caleb and Nathaniel– 1st place Senior Boys doubles (B) 

Isaac and Rachel – 2nd place Junior Mixed doubles (C)  

 

Looking ahead, May is packed with tournaments and outdoor events as our spring sports season kicks 

into high gear: 

 

• May 2 – EML Coed Volleyball Tournament 

• May 9 – DLS Coed Volleyball Tournament 

• May 16 – Ridgemont Coed Volleyball Tournament 

• May 21 – ND Coed Volleyball Tournament 

• May 23 – EML Beach Volleyball Tournament & Track Meet 

• May 28 – CCHS Beach Volleyball Tournament (hosted by us!) 

• May 29 – LBP Beach Volleyball Tournament 

 

Thanks to all our student-athletes for their commitment and to our community for their ongoing 

support. Let’s keep the momentum going into the final stretch of the year!  



 

 

Spring Weather  

A reminder that during transitional weather students should bring rubber boots and slush pants to have 

the freedom to play at recess. Students who do not have slush pants and proper outdoor footwear will 

be restricted to dry zones.  

As the warmer weather arrives and students spend more time outdoors, we want to remind you to stay 

vigilant when it comes to tick safety. Given CCA’s wooded property and outdoor learning spaces, regular 

checks are especially important. Our Tick Awareness and Prevention strategies are attached. In addition 

to CCA's strategies, please take a few moments each evening to check your child(ren) for ticks and 

follow proper removal techniques. The local Public Health unit provides helpful guidance on their website.  

Summer Camp 

There are still a few spots in Primary Camp. Please reach out to Ms. Martel to register your little one 

for camp. cmartel@calvaryca.com  

Volunteerism 

Volunteer Hours of Service Forms are due in the office by June 13th. This form is available in our parent 

portal. Any hours served can be recorded on the form. If you have not yet fulfilled your 25 hours, feel 

free to reach out with an idea or offer to complete your family hours. Below are some volunteering 

opportunities during the last two months of the school year, dates and times are found in the 

newsletter. 

▪ Grandfriends Day and Pastors Luncheon food preparation and donations - office@calvaryca.com 

▪ CCA Track & Field Day – sreid@calvaryca.com  

▪ Outdoor Education Days – office@calvaryca.com  

▪ Daily Cleaning and Deep Cleaning – office@calvaryca.com 

▪ Work Bee Grounds Work and Indoor – office@calvaryca.com  

▪ Grade 8 Graduation (Grade 7 and 8 families)  

 

Staff Update 

We are excited to share with you that we have hired two new staff members to join our team. Please 

join us in welcoming Mrs. Brittany Beckwith (back to the Academy) and Mr. David Ceballos to our team. 

 

• Brittany Beckwith -  Preschool Teacher Assistant  

 

Brittany holds a degree in Child Studies from Carleton University 

and brings a rich background in working with children in both 

educational and recreational settings. With experience as a camp 

counsellor, being a nanny for many years and a Sunday school 

teacher, Brittany has always been passionate about supporting 

children’s growth and development. 

 

After taking the past few years off from being the assistant 

preschool teacher to focus on raising her own children, she has 

gained invaluable insights into the everyday experiences, needs, and 

well-being of young learners. This personal journey has deepened 
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Brittany’s understanding of child development and further strengthened her commitment to 

creating supportive, nurturing environments for all children. 

 

Above all, Brittany loves the Lord and finds great joy in serving His kingdom through working with 

children. Her faith is the foundation of her teaching, guiding every interaction with care, 

compassion, and purpose. 

 

• David Ceballos - Resource Support Teacher, Occasional Support 

Teacher and IT Support 

 

David graduated from the University of Medellin, Colombia with a 

Bachelor’s degree in Computer Teaching Education. He also received 

his diploma of Education Supports for Special Needs from Mohawk 

College. David has taught computer technology across all grade levels. 

He has taught technological subjects with the District School Board 

of Niagara, as well as supported students with special needs within 

the Niagara Catholic District School Board and the Upper Canada District School Board. In the 

last two years, David has trained students to compete in Robotics tournaments, with his teams 

earning first place medals for district wide tournaments and competing at the provincial level. 

David served for almost 5 years at a non-profit organization, FundaVida, as an interactive centre 

coordinator in San Jose, Costa Rica, reaching children and youth in at-risk communities with the 

message of the Gospel through robotics, coding and animation. He also served as Director of 

Support Services at an Anabaptist church in the Niagara region working in the areas of digital 

marketing outreach, audio engineering, live production and video production. He enjoys serving his 

home church co-leading worship and producing their podcast.  

 

David believes that his goal in education is to empower children and youth to acknowledge their 

identity as sons and daughters of God, grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, and operate in the power  

of the Holy Spirit to follow the purpose God has for them. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Upcoming dates  

 

May 2  Creation Ministries Presentation 

May 3  Spring Cleaning Bee 

May 5-6  Upper Canada Village overnight trip 

May 5-8  Science and Technology Museum Trip  - all grades except grade 5 

May 12  CCA Praise and Prayer Night 

May 13   Jr. 3-pitch (rain date May 15) 

May 14  Grandfriends Day  

May 15  Pastors Appreciation Lunch  

May 15  Badminton Grade 7/8 

May 16  Dress Down Day 

May 16   Pancake Breakfast 8 am – 9 am  

May 19  Victoria Day – No School 

May 20  CCA Track and Field Day for grades 1-8 

May 21 Regular Assembly 

May 22 Esther Production 

May 26  Music Festival 6:30 pm  

May 27  Track Meet – Terry Fox Facility 

May 28  Jk, Sk, Grade 2 Dental Screening (optional) 

May 28  CCHS Beach Volleyball Tournament hosted at CCHS 

May 30   PD Day – No School 

 

June 2  Outdoor Education Pond Study 

June 3  Outdoor Education Pond study 

June 4  Saunders Farm – Jk, Sk, Grade 1 

June 6   Report Card Writing Day – No Classes 

June 9-10  Grade 8 Grad Toronto Trip   

June 11  Senior Track and Field (rain date June 13)  

June 12  Grade 4-6 Track and Field  

June 14  Volunteer Hours Form due  

June 18  Grade 8 Graduation Evening  

June 19  June Celebration and last day of classes  

June 25   CCHS Graduation  

June 26   Last day of Apple Seeds Preschool 

 

TBD   Grade 7/8 3-pitch 
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